
EDITORIAL. 
POOR LAW GUARDIANS CLAIM TO PAR- 
TXlPATE IN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 

NURSING PROFESSION. 
Trained Nurs'es who, after a struggle d 

thirty Jfmrs' duration, have beern granted by 
Parliament the right to gwarn their o c ~ n  pro+ 
felssioln, to  d d n a  i ts  standards, and to main- 
tain i ts  discipline, under the constitution & the 
General Nursing Council, which, in England 
and Wales, provides that sixteen out of the 
twenty-five Immbcrs shall be elected by the 
Registered Nurses themselves, will do wdl to 
note the demand. made by Poor Law Guardians 
(as voiced in the leading articler in the Poor am 
Ofiic~us' Toumd Qf Sqtember 30th) to partici- 
pate in the pvernment  06 the nursing pro+ 
fession. Tol the! views .expressed in this article 
we take the strongest sxaepticm. 

The statement that " the A d  constituting ther 
Nursing Council is practicdy a war-time 
measure, and it has all the defects af the rush 
legislatioe of thme hectic .d.ays " will raise a 
smile with those nurses who diligently, in 
rseason and aut d s~m, wwlmd fw thirty 
years for the passing d an Act for their State 
Registratigm, and wha l r n w  how d u l l y  
every dausa-every word-af the various draft 
Bills were deliberated upan and considered. 
Nor is, it correct to1 state that the Act is a war- 
time measure, for t h e  Gwernment BiU was n& 
intraduced until nmrly a year had dapdl after 
the D d a r a t i m  d the Armisitice. 

Had the nurses consented to the constitution 
of a Council daminat& by the representatives 
of th8e interash d their employers t b '  might 
have secured tha passage of a Nursed R%&+ 
tration Act  at almolut: any time during the last 
twenty years. The oppwitim to  R q i d r a t h  
has  not bem oppamitiom to1 the mere entering af 
the names of n u s e s  in P bldc,  lmt to claim 
inv&ad that the p r n m e n t  orf the p r d d m  
of Nursing the definitim of its standads, 
like thosa of Medicine, Midwtives and the Law, 
should b.a in t h  hand's d the Regiderd 
Membtars d the PYdersSrbn, n&. their m- 
ployers; and thie str~@$a all * g  catred 
around this claim. 
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The poor Law Guardians do not claim the 
right to definer the standards Olf the m e d i d  
professian, they accept thaw laid down by the 
General Medical Council, Similarly they am:eplt 
the stand'ards defined for midwives by the 
Central Midwives Baard. And if Guardians 
are seriously going ta press what our contem- 
porary descritbes as their " legi thata  claim ') 
tG ba wresented m the General Nursing 
Council, on the grounds that their " cumulative 
and collective expwienw has not been drawn 
upon " ; that their " mperienm aught: to be 
statutolrily at the disposal of the Nursing 
Cornul ' I ;  and that thRl General Nursing 
Council cannot be representative " sa long a s  
the! principal employing b d y  is denied member- 
ship ) )  ; than it be-hoyes Registered Nurses to 
determinedly +paser this untenable claim. 

The answer is that the General Nursing 
Council for England and Wales is an educa- 
tional and disciplinary authority ; that accord- 
ing to established custom the, Privy Coluncif 
has representatives upm it ; that its educational 
character isl emphasised by the aplsaintment of ' 
two perms by the Board of Education; and 
that the appointment of five p r m s  by the 
Minister of H d t h  permits d the inclusion in 
the Council af madical practitimms w h m  
pr t ic ip t ion  in the theoretical teaching od' 
n u r m  is a recognised necessity. 

But the backbma d the Coluncil is to be 
found in its nurse members. It is they whol 
know the problems of their Orwn professim and 
are acquainted with its educatimal necessities. 
And amongst thew m a k s  the Cocuncil has 
the advantage af the knonvledga af two Matrons 
cvf Pcrolr Law Infirmaries, so that nursing 
interests under the Pwr Law: should be 
adequately represented. 

I t  may reasonably ba asked what knmledge 
of Nursing Educatim P m  Law Guardians 
FSS whiclu they da nat obtain from thdr 
bfediml Officers or Matrons? In our apinim, 
h m e r )  their real ream for desiring repre- 
sentation upcm the G m m i n g  Body of the 
Nursing Prcifessim is  not their interest in 
Nursing Education, af which the majd;ty of 
Guardians are supremely ignorant, but the 
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